Tsinan apparently prevented that city from becoming the oe ay a) 

scene of considerable combat activity on the part of Unit def i 

States personnel of CAT. The telegram further |mentioned tHe ¢ oq? 
possibility of the formation of a new AVG referring \in this ™ ..;- 
connection to a conversation Mr. Whiting Willauer of| CAT mae 

allegedly held with Secretary Symington. | OO. 

In reply to the Department's letter to Secretar ae 

Symington transmitting a copy of Tsingtao's telegram|for oe 

comment, Secretary Symington states that there [is "nd truth 

whatever" in the report of the conversation (Tap B). | A Os 

2 BE SeRe se telegram to Nanking, to be repeated to| Tsingtao, te, 

so informing the Embassy is attached. (Tab C) © & 

@ 

R It appears appropriate at this time to review t Na 

\ qv Department's position with respect to the activities of ie 

| United States pilots serving with Chinese civil air lines... ho 

The Department has previously requested the Consulate a 
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General at Shanghai to indicate informally to United States 
pilots of Chinese civil airlines that this Government can- 
not afford them protection while they are engaged in activities 
in support of Chinese military operations (Dept's telegram to 
Shanghai 288, February 16, 1948, Tab D). On March 11, in a 
telegram to the Embassy, the Department reiterated its con- 
cern over participation of United States personnel in such 
flights. (Tab B). 


W/SO 


Subsequent to this, United States pilots during the 
selge of Weihsien in April 1948 reportedly bombed Communist 
positions around that city. At this time FRB took the position 
that we should follow developments closely but take no fur- 
ther action for the time being. (FE memo to S, May 10, nt 
sent forward; Tab F). 
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Department will obviously not prevent United States 
pilots from participating in transport operations in 
support of the military or in direct combat activities. 
In view of the significance of CAT's transport operations 
to the Chinese Government's military effort it would 
appear undesirable to take such steps as would curtail 
United States pilots! participation in these transport 
operations. /The Department's telegram 288 to Shanghai 
(Tab D) adequately set forth this Government's views in 
this en However, should there be any Likelihood 

of large scale participation by United States pilots in 
operations of a direct combat nature, steps should be 
taken to advise these pilots that participation in such 
activities will result in the Embassy's calling in their 
passports which would be returned to them only on their 
departure from China. This procedure would be in accord 
with that followed with respect to combat activities of 
United States nationals in Palestine (Department's telegram 
to Jerusalem-55, January 23, 1948, Tab G) and with Cir- 
cular Instruction 745 of August 7, 1947. 


Nanking in telegrams 1885, October 11 and 1895, . 
October 13 Caab H) indicated that Soviet fighters from 
Port Arthur have buzzed Chinese commercial planes opera= 
ting between Tsingtao and Mukden and that future CAT 
flights will avoid the Port Arthur area, It would be 
highly undesirable for the Department to take steps which 
would adversely affect the air supply of Mukden and it 
would likewise be undesirable to take steps which might 
appear to be curtailment of the activities of United States 
nationals as a result of a Soviet display of power. 


In view of FE's decision during the period of 


activity at Weihsien to take no action but to follow the 
situation closely, it is recommended that a similar course 


be followed at this time. 
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